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Va. ruling resonates in N.C.
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Cooper won't defend state’s gay marrlage ban after federal court rejects Virginia's

By RoBerT C. LOPEZ
robert.lopez@news-record.com

N.C. Attorney General
Roy Cooper said Mon-
day that a constitutional
amendment state voters
approved in 2012 is not de-
fensible and that he will
not oppose legal challenges
toit.

Cooper made the an-
nouncement during a press

conference in Raleigh
shortly after the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the 4th Cir-
cuit in Richmond, Va., is-
sued a ruling striking down
Virginia’s gay marriage
ban.

The 4th Circuit’s terri-
tory covers five states, in-
cluding North Carolina.

What that means, Cooper
told reporters, is that North
Carolina’s constitutional

amendment ban-
ning same-sex mar-
riage will “almost
surely be over-
turned.”

“Simply put, it’s
time to stop making
arguments we will
lose and instead
move forward,
knowing that the ultimate
resolution will likely come
from the U.S. Supreme

Cooper

Court,” he said dur-
ing the press con-
ference.

The Court of Ap-
peals’ ruling won’t
take effect for 21
days, during which
time a stay could
be issued, allowing
for further review.
Locally, Ellen “Lennie”

Gerber of High Point said
Monday that she is just

hoping that her marriage
to Pearl Berlin will be rec-
ognized in North Carolina
“while she’s still here with
us.”

Berlin is 89 and in “frail”
condition, Gerber said.

Gerber and Berlin, who
were married in Maine,
where same-sex marriages
are legal, are among three
couples who filed a lawsuit
earlier this year challeng-

ing North Carolina’s same-
sex marriage ban.

“This ruling, it’s just one
more step forward for the
country,” Gerber said.

Cooper said that while
same-sex marriages are not
yet legally recognized in
this state, his office will now
acknowledge “marriage is a
fundamental right and that

See Marriage, Page A5
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Team from GTCC wins
national championship
in culinary quiz bowl

The GTCC culinary quiz bowl
team has won its first national
title. The competition, held during
a culinary convention in Kansas
City, tests knowledge of cooking,
baking, nutrition, sanitation and
math. Story, A2

Scholarship honors
retiring EMF official

The Eastern Music Festival is
honoring its retiring executive
director with a scholarship to the
festival in her name. Stephanie
Cordick, who runs the administra-
tive side of the festival, will retire
on Aug. 31. Story, A2

NATION & WORLD

Medicare trust fund
looking more healthy

Medicare may survive a few
more years. Recent projections
show that, because of a slowdown
in health care spending, the
program’s trust fund won’t be
exhausted until 2030, four years
later than last year’s estimate.
Story, A7
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B BLOGS: Get the latest news in
local sports, politics, education,
entertainment, shopping and
more in our blogs at www.
news-record.com/blogs.

B SOCIAL MEDIA: Access the
professional Twitter and
Facebook profiles of our
reporters and editors by visit-
ing www.news-record.com/
site/social_media.html.

ON WEDNESDAY

Even in the summer heat, you
can enjoy a delicious bowl of
soup — especially if it's the cold
variety. Savor

TODAY’S
FORECAST -,

Partly sunny skies
and pleasant with
low humidity.
Full report, A2
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THE GREENSBORO FARMERS CURB MARKET
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Itis a beloved ===
community institution

Is attracting more
customers. And for
everyone involved,

that's a good thing.

t may be the liveliest 140-year-old
in town. The Greensboro Farmers’

PHOTOS BY H. SCOTT HOFFMANN/News & Record
The Greensboro Farmers’ Curb Market has been stepping up
its marketing efforts, attracting customers like downtown
employees Ron Sydell and David Craft during their break from
work. Below left, Jack Meadows, 3, plays on a booth.

GREENSBORO

COMING WEDNESDAY

Alook at how the city’s various curb mar-
kets have spawned businesses. Front page

Curb Market, established in 1874,

With more special By SusaxLabp
susan.ladd@news-record.com
events and a
social atmosphere,
the Greensboro
Farmers’ Curb Market

is thriving, with more programs,
more events, more access and,
most important, more customers.
The Curb Market is always packed
on Saturdays in the summer, but it
has also doubled its attendance at
Mid-Week Market on Wednesdays.
A free Curb-2-Curb market shuttle
runs between Renaissance Plaza
on North Elm Street downtown and
the market on Yanceyville Street.
Since it began May 28, 120 downtown
workers have caught the shuttle to

shop during their lunch hour.

“There’s a new energy,” said Pat
Koegl, who has been a vendor at the
market for 20 years.

“We have new young members,
new people to town, and young farm-
ers who are growing produce in a dif-
ferent way. It is evolving as people’s
tastes evolve.”

But going to the Curb Market has
never been just about the produce.

See Market, Page A4

Teachers to get 7 percent raise, leaders say

W Legislators continue
to work on the state
budget, and details are
expected this week.

By MARQuUITA BROWN
marquita.brown@news-record.com

GREENSBORO — State
lawmakers have agreed to
increase teacher pay by

about 7 percent, accord-

ing to tweets from Senate
leader Phil Berger and
House Speaker Thom Til-
lis, and a report by the
News & Observer of Ra-
leigh.

Berger spokeswoman
Amy Auth confirmed in
an email Monday that the
Senate and House budget
conferees agreed to a bud-
get framework.

But it’s too soon to cele-
brate reports that lawmak-

ers will boost teacher pay,
some teachers say, even
though it would be their
largest salary increase in
six years — at least not
without more specifics
about the agreement.
Auth said officials
should release some de-
tails later this week.
Statewide, a teacher
with 10 years of experi-
ence and only a bachelor’s

salary as a teacher new to
the classroom.

But the focus on sala-
ries, while important,
overshadows last year’s
cuts to other areas of edu-
cation, such as money for
textbooks and classroom
supplies, said Liz Foster,
the president of the Guil-
ford County Association of
Educators.

Schools also need money

degree is earning the same to restore teacher assis-

tants, reduce class sizes,
supply instructional ma-
terials and make sure that
buildings are in good re-
pair, Foster said.

“It just boils down to
having enough resources
to do the job,” she said.

Auth said the agreement
does not involve cutting
money for teacher assis-
tants, which was part of

See Schools, Page A5



